
Wednesday, 3 August 

 

Jack Eagan spoke to the club about 

the Amber Alert Child ID 

Program.  Amber Alert is a 

national missing child database that 

is accessible to all municipal 

police departments.  The 

AMBER Alert System began in 

1996 when Dallas-Fort Worth 

broadcasters partnered with local 

law enforcement to develop an early warning 

system to help find abducted 

children.  AMBER stands for America’s 

Missing: Broadcast Emergency 

Response.  The AMBER Alert System was 

created as a legacy to 9-year-old 

Amber Hagerman, who was 

kidnapped while riding her bicycle 

in Arlington, Texas, and then 

brutally murdered.  In May 2003, 

President George W. Bush signed 

into law a national AMBER Alert 

Program.   

 

Through the generosity of the 

Connecticut Rotary Clubs, 

funding for this access has 

allowed all CT State Police 

and municipal departments to 

use this program.  The 

program issues free 

identification cards and 

gathers valuable information 

to identify young children in 

the event of a missing child 

report such as height, 

weight, a current 

photograph, guardian contact 

information, and address.  The purpose of the 

program is to get information out to law 

enforcement personnel quickly, in the first 

hours after a child is reported missing.  The 

information is literally ‘pushed’ out to all law 

enforcement officers via the 

world wide web as well as text 

message. 

 

Jack recommended that 

children 4 and under get a new 

ID and update their information 

every six months, older 

children once a year.  AMBER 

Alert ID events  are held all over 

the state and in our region events 

have been held in (cont pg 2)  

   Wednesday, 10 August 
 
Andrew Ely addressed the club with a 

presentation on the Groton Maritime 

Academy.  The Groton Maritime Academy is 

funded by the MARITIME EDUCATION 

FOUNDATION of CONNECTICUT, Inc. 

This organization endeavors to foster an 

appreciation by youth of the recreational, 
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educational, and occupational opportunities along 

with historical and environmental perspectives of 

our coastal region.  At the Groton Maritime 

Academy, youth become cadets and are 

introduced to the Academy through an intense 

three-week summer program that is filled with 

wide variety of maritime activities. Graduated 

cadets may then continue on with the Academy 

through other activities and (cont pg 2)       
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Random Shots 

New London, Groton, Mystic, and Stonington.  Each year Jack and 

his willing volunteers ID tens of thousands of children.  In recent 

years, at the Big E, over 10,000 children have visited an AMBER 

Alert ID booth and had their information recorded. 

 

Jack Eagan (cont. from page 1) 

receive advanced training in seamanship with leadership 

responsibilities. Because the Academy collaborates with area 

businesses and other community organizations involved in the 

maritime, graduated cadets are exposed to a wide variety of maritime 

occupation opportunities and may receive job placement assistance. 

 

    Some of the many activities that cadets participate in during their 

three week experience include:  Swab Summer (A boot camp style 

introduction to maritime life); underway experiences on a ferry to 

Orient Point, a commercial fishing vessel, a sailboat, a schooner, and 

a research vessel; marine science activities on Long Island Sound; 

and visits to the Coast Guard Station New London, the Naval 

Submarine Base in Groton, the Coast Guard Academy, and 

Grossmans Seafood Market.   

 

    The Groton Maritime Academy provides a positive youth 

experience that focuses on preparing youth from our local 

community to get involved in the diverse maritime opportunities for 

continuing education and employment. 

Andrew Ely (cont. from page 1) 

    The Club provided nearly 80 bike helmet to the community the first 

week of August. On Monday August 1, Club members Sherry 

Lombardi and Rich Cheatham, assisted by Kiwanis friend John Dris-

coll, provided free bike helmets fitting and helmets to approximately 

38 young folks who were attended the Salvation Army’s Summer 

camp program. The following Saturday, August 5, an additional 41 

bike helmets were provided to members of the public at the Bike New 

London Bike Fest, which was held on the Custom’s Pier in New Lon-

don. (Photos courtesy of Cindy Barry) 

Bike Helmet Distribution 

1000 Mother Challenge/  

ELIMINATE Project Goal Met 

The club reached it goal of raising One Thousand Eight Hundred dollars 

which will be used to help support the the ELIMINATE Project - Ki-

wanis International’s Worldwide Service project. The $1,800 will pro-

vide Maternal Neonatal Tetanus vaccinations to 1,000 mothers and their 

offspring. Club members who helped support this effort are John Russell, 

John Kashanski, Bob Grills, Gordon Jackson, Marty Olsen, Ted Nelson, 

Tom Moriarty, Sherry Lombardi, Pam Stevens Moriarty, Jack Russell, 

Jim Sylvester, and Rich Cheatham.  A great big thank you is due these 

members who have stepped up to be part history as Kiwanis eliminates 

MNT. Great Job! 

 



Our Sponsors 

Patron: Bill Everett 



 

Actions of the Board 
 

The Kiwanis Club of New London Board of 

Directors met Tuesday August 9th at the New 

London Library. The board took the following 

actions: 

 Changed the funding rules to allow for 

monthly review of funding requests. 

 Voted to add $189 from the John Kashaski 

Community Service Fund to donations 

from members to round up the club’s do-

nation to Kiwanis International’s Project 

Eliminate. 

 Established an Audit Committee and a 

Budget Committee 

Club Dues 
Dues for the upcoming year have been  set at 

$110.00 with a $5.00 discount if paid by 

August 20. Also Kiwanis International is 

discounting family members Sign up your 

spouse or other family member in your 

household  for only $68.50 ($63.50 before 

August 20). Pay your dues online at http://

newlondonkiwanis.org/members.html 

 

 

Club News 

PO Box 333 

New London, CT 06320-0333 

E-mail: president@newlondonkiwanis.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

newlondonkiwanis.org 

Kiwanis Club of New London, 

Connecticut 

Drawings 
 

August 3: Gloria Dover 

August 10: Susan Maryeski 

 

Remember you must be present to 

win. No winners here. Current roll 

over of the jackpot is $38.  

 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

August 17:CTIC (Connecticut 

Intelligence Center) - Joe Dpes-

quale, Detective Sgt, Waterford 

PD  

 

August 24: Military Honor Lunch  

 

August 31:CG Auxiliary Opera-

tions in SE Connecticut – Matt 

Dooley  

The New London Kiwanis Club meets every Wednesday at 12:15pm in the Private Dining Room in Clarke Hall  on the 

grounds of Mitchell College, 437 Pequot Avenue, New London, Connecticut. 

Once again, our Reading is Fundamental 

(RIF) program was a great success for about 

35 children, aged 3 to 5, at the Riverfront 

Children Center in Groton and about 65 chil-

dren at the Ballestrini Daycare Centers located 

in Waterford, Niantic and Salem. Over 350 

books were distributed to these young listen-

ers. Eleven club members, Bob Grills, John 

Russell, Pam Stevens Moriarty, Marty Olsen, 

Rich Cheatham, Sherry Lombardi, Jim Syl-

vester, Carol Ballestrini, John Vincent, Ted 

Nelson, Suzanne Maryeski, were our volun-

teer readers. A big thank you is due to these 

club members for their service. 

Reading is Fundamental 

Wraps Up 

Division 23 News 
The Kiwanis Club of Newington’s (CT) Big K Flea Market/Craft Fair Opens Sunday August 28 at 8 AM and additionally will be 

open every Sunday in September and October from 8 am to 2 pm in Newington's Market Square Free Parking Lot with scores of 

commercial vendors offering every kind of goods and products imaginable at hard to resist bargain prices. Business people routinely 

use the Big K as a showplace for products and services. For private citizens it’s an affordable place to have their tag sales. Entrance 

is at 39 E. Cedar St. (CT Route 175) near the corner of Main St, easily accessible from the Berlin Turnpike, CT Route 9 and not far 

from I-91 and I-84. Admission is $1 and vendor spaces are $15. Information is available from 860-667-2864 or 860- 839-1597 
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